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HARINGEY ASSOCIATION OF NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCHES

(FORMERLY HORNSEY AND WOOD GREEN ASSOCIATION OF NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCHES)

MINUTES OF THE 

QUARTERLY MEETING
Held at St. Andrew’s Centre, Alexandra Park Road, N10 2DD

14th June 2011 at 7.30pm

Present:

Robert How (Chair)
Jennifer Bell (Vice Chair)
Richard Gardner (Vice Chair)
Christine Barnwell (Treasurer)

Jonathan Crisp (Secretary)

Lauritz Hansen Bay

Arthur Leigh

Dorothy Sun

Ian Sygrave

Inspector John Forde

Pauline Syddell

Michael Bagnall

Sally Mustoe

Mark Mundee

Rhonda Lewis

Margaret Fowler

Brian Livingstone

Joel Furze
Maria Longo

Eric Jury

Richard Green

Dan Wiley

Mor Thunder

Liz Heaton

Celia Bower

Istram Allender

Peter Colthurst

Reg White

Wolfgang Kiernan

Johnathon Gallagher

Andrew Cheal

Ryan King

Debra Mendes

Wendy Hill

Marian Janes

1. Introductions & Apologies:

Apologies were received from:

Anne Macgeorge

Mike Dark

Christine Nickles

Yvonne Denny

Pam Beck

Sue Lonsdale

Peggy Kirk
Eve Featherstone

Peter Thompson

Alan Whitehouse

Joan Morrison

Digi Berry
Lesley Flynn

Joe Boyle

Kathy Garrett

Gisele Domb

Martin Iles

Gary Pecqueur 

Peter Martin

Mary Rawitzer
Cecil Mauger

2. Minutes of the last meeting on 15th March 2011:

The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true reflection of the meeting. There were no matters arising. A question was asked regarding the surveys that were suggested at the last occasion. Surveys were available at the meeting, there may be a larger one sent out depending on uptake tonight.

3. 
Mike Bagnall – Anti-social Behaviour Team Leader, Haringey Council

Why have a dedicated team?

Started in 2002. A lot of legislation has come in in recent years regarding antisocial behaviour.  We co-ordinate work with other agencies throughout the borough, including all SNTs. Tasked with addressing the more serious problems. We also do preventative work but that is being cut due to budget cuts.

What do we do?

Investigate cases. Normally where perpetrators are already known or they can be easily identified. We are not police! We are not a response team. We investigate problems and try and prosecute perpetrators. Do not deal with things outside pubs and clubs or do patrols.  We deal with high-end problems, Homes 4 Haringey deal with lower end in their stock and there is a private sector team who deal with lower end problems in their houses.

We work with residents and need their help. 

Amongst other staff, the team has a PLO and 8 ASB officers covering the entire borough. We also have a dedicated CCTV officer and a parenting practitioner – she has engaged with 160 families over two years and we didn’t have to report any of them so was v successful but we have just lost funding for her position.

High end ASB: Anything that is serious & persistent, threats of violence or actual violence, class A drug activity etc. There are an increasing number of reports about people with mental health issues – we liaise heavily with the mental health services to ensure they receive the support they need.

Acceptable behaviour contract – used a lot for young people. Once ordered it’s monitored for 6 months for compliance. We also work with police in regards to dispersal orders – this is where problem areas are identified and police can then disperse any groups which gather there. Also use injunctions and ASBOs – 24 in this borough, 3 of which have been breached (all of which resulted in custodial sentences). Also evict people from Homes4Haringey properties. Can also work with police to close any private or commercial properties which persist with ASB.

Low end ASB: Neighbour disputes, issues about parking, low level youth nuisance, other internal household disturbances (eg banging doors)

Have numerous CCTV resources including a covert surveillance van.

Work with young people – work includes:

Still involved with the police with the Junior Citizen programme

Anti bullying training for teachers

Interview skills project with schools, shadowing etc

MSN Messenger service

Recognition

The team has received quite a lot from the Home Office & No. 10 under the last government.
Questions:

Jennifer Bell: Are acceptable Behaviour Contracts (ABC) mainly used for young people?

Mainly but not exclusively. Adults on Broadwater Farm who were dumping rubbish got them.

Those that get them, who are they monitored by and is there any curative element such as a mentoring scheme?

The ABC doesn’t sit alone. When they’re issued the person who gets it is directed towards other schemes such as mentoring schemes, apprenticeships etc. They are monitored by us and residents and if the police have further dealings with them we would also find out.

Lauritz Hansen Bay: What hours do you work? If the incidents are late at night could you be there to gather evidence?

No. We are not a response team. If you need an immediate response call the police. We investigate incidents and will take up to 24 hours to contact you following a report being made.

Should we contact you instead of or as well as the police?

If it’s criminal, contact the police. Often, witnesses won’t go to court, in those circumstances we will get involved as we often don’t need witnesses to attend court as we use civil law rather than criminal law. Best is probably to report to both us and police.

If you’re witnessing an event happening there and then call the police, but you can always report it to us too.

How effective are you going to be in the future bearing in mind the government cuts?

There is a squeeze on resources. We have lost some staff, but the core staff dealing with responding to antisocial behaviour are still there. Cannot comment on the future as resources are constantly being reassessed. There are currently no plans to get rid of the team. ASB is still a priority for the Government and Council.

Do you deal with Housing Associations or Housing Co-ops houses? 

No but those organisations have the same powers to take the actions that we can.

Johnathon Gallagher: Does Haringey engage with Registered Social Landlords at all?

Yes. We have a quarterly RSL ASB meeting where we discuss ways of dealing problems. We also have the ASB Partnership Board which is at a more senior level but RSLs have representations there. The problem is that we always seem to see the same faces.

John Forde: If you witness criminal offences taking place then call the police in the first instance. With ASB sometimes witnesses are reluctant or the police don’t have enough evidence etc which is when we can work with the ASBAT team

What’s the difference between the SNT and you?

The SNT will deal with anything you report, and will sometimes pass these things on to the ASBAT team. SNT will always get involved even if it is only to pass it on the ASBAT. There is a lot of communication between police and the LA

We need more preventative measures

If there is a way we can avoid taking legal action against someone and can direct them to other support that is available we will always do that. We still need enforcement though. 

It’s not always about how they have been brought up. Some of these people simply enjoy going out and doing bad stuff. They enjoy the image.

4.
 Committee Update – Robert How

Apologies for being absent recently and thanks to those who have stood in 

The Committee is hoping to draft a constitution to help the group move forward. We want more influence and to be more widely seen as able to influence things for the better. Sonia Davies helped greatly with increasing our credibility and we are hoping to build on that. A major issue is funding. It has been suggested that we become a charity so that we can actively raise funds and look towards lobbying. The Committee intends to meet monthly and will be looking at these sorts of options.

We are hoping to have meetings in both the east and west of the borough in the future. 

Would also like to congratulate the 300th member of the organisation, and thank Pauline again for all her hard work. We will continue to fight for her post.
5.
 Open Space – Inspector John Forde 
We are now up to 303 neighbourhood watches. The 300th was Bedford Road.

Good news stories:

Members of Concorde Watch made a citizen’s arrest when they saw 3 youths trying to steal a delivery driver’s bike. They detained the suspects until police arrived and arrested them.

CPCG – I’ve been asked to mention them here tonight as we are looking to expand that group. They are having a meeting at Cyprus Kitchen in Green Lanes on 29th. 

Surveys

There are surveys available. This is a pilot survey. If it works then we may use them across the borough.

Structure of SNTs

In the news there has been a lot of news of restructuring SNTs. This is going to happen over the next couple of years but will be mainly at the ranks of sergeant and above. By end of September some wards on the borough will be sharing a sergeant with another ward. 

Lauritz: We used to have neighbourhood management officers from the council who attended Ward panel meetings. Can they be replaced?

This is a work in progress. There will be area based assemblies. It will be a smaller group but hopefully we will have some sort of group in place by the end of this calendar year.

Next meeting Tuesday 13th September

St Andrew’s Centre, Alexandra Park Road

at 7.30pm
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