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HARINGEY ASSOCIATION OF NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCHES

(FORMERLY HORNSEY AND WOOD GREEN ASSOCIATION OF NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCHES)

MINUTES OF THE 

QUARTERLY MEETING

Held at The Civic Centre, Wood Green N22

10th February 2010 at 7.30pm

Present: 

Ralph Crisp (Chair)
Hornsey Lane Gdns N6
Mrs Adebisi Awoniyi
Willow Walk N15
Pamela Beck

Glasslyn Road N8

Anna Bragga

Shepherds Hill N6

Deborah Cawkwell
VARTRY
Mike Dark

Upper Tollington Pk N4
Margaret Fowler
Salisbury Road N4

Lauritz Hansen-Bay
Hampton Court, N22
Marcus Hass

VARTRY
Mary Holtby

Hillside Triangle, N6
Robert How

Roslyn Road N15
Marian Janes

Crescent Road N8

Eric Jury

Avenue Gardens
Gary Pecqueur

Springcroft Avenue N2

Penny Reece-Jones
Tregaron Avenue N8
Vivien Rogers

Scotch Estate
Stacey Shilleh

Bounds Green N22

Julie Vanstone

Milton Road, N15
Reg White

Western Road N2
Fred Williams

Shepherds Hill N6

Mike Woods

Tregaron Avenue N8
Jonathan Crisp 

Minute taker

Speakers

Detective Inspector Dan Smith, MPS - SCD2

Inspector John Forde, MPS

1.  INTRODUCTIONS & APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
The Chair welcomed all to this quarterly meeting, especially a number of new Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators.

Apologies were received from:

Christine Barnwell

Jennifer Bell

Sharon Cahill

Gisele Domb

Richard Gardner

Geoff Hudson

Peggy Kirk

Arthur Leigh

Joan Linderman

Brian Livingston

Alexandra Nicol

Dorothy Rose

Denzil Rose

Charlotte Rushton

Terry Rushton

Dorothy Sun

Peter Thompson

Ruth Wellin

Cllr. Rachel Allison
Cllr. Nilgun Canver

Cllr. Alan Dobbie

Cllr. Gail Engert

Cllr. Robert Gorrie

Cllr. Rahman Khan
Cllr. Errol Reid

Pauline Syddell (NW Link Manager)
2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The minutes were accepted as a true record of the last meeting. There were no matters arising.

An action point was made in the last meeting regarding dangerous dogs. Ralph stated that as yet he has not been able to meet with Rob How, but they will email an update or raise it at the next meeting. Robert How asked anyone who has had an incident with these dogs to email him the details.

3.GUEST SPEAKER: DETECTIVE INSPECTOR DAN SMITH Met Police – SCD 2 
Does not work for Haringey police as such, despite working for the Met Police. Runs the serious sexual offences team which deals with offences of rape and penetration. Team consists of 2 DSs, 7 DCs and 7 SOIT (Sexual offences Investigation Training) officers. Uniquely victims have 2 investigators, the SOIT officer and a detective. Newly rebranded team. Historically each borough had their own Saphire Team. Every borough has its own Saphire team but some teams cover more than one borough. This one covers Enfield and Haringey and is based at Edmonton Police Station. Other types of offences they deal with are age based, so any child who is sexually assaulted who is under 13 will investigate unless they involve family members.

In last year there has been a 30% increase across the Met Police in sexual offences. It’s one of the few areas within the police where we don’t get too disappointed by the numbers of crime going up. This is because we believe that it is an under reported offence due to the bad press associated with it (poor investigating, poor dealing with victims and poor conviction rate). Increase in reported crimes we believe is due to more people reporting them, rather than more crimes being committed. Hate crime is another similar type of offence in this respect.

A big step forward in the last few years is the use of “haven centres”. There are three in London. Ten years ago, if you reported a rape we would have to find a police surgeon to examine you, which would have taken a long time and would have meant you waiting in the police station. Now rather than waiting for a doctor the victim would be taken to one of the havens where they would be examined by doctors as well as having access to counselling and medical attention. A lot of forensic evidence can be gathered here. Not all victims have to go to the haven but we try to encourage them to.

All detectives in the team are fully trained, which means they have completed their 2 year probation and passed their exams and completed their courses. Rape and serious sexual offences are recognised as one of the most serious offences and so we only take fully qualified detectives. 

Recognise that for various reasons the victims do not always want to see the perpetrators prosecuted. If people don’t want to go to court we are ok with that, we have to recognise that’s not always what victims want, some people just need counselling etc. People can self refer to ‘the haven’, they don’t have to do it through us if they don’t want to report the matter to us. Often if people refer themselves there, they will then come and report the matter to us after they have been there.

If a case does go to court we can take special measures. A number of years ago the courts realised that there are a number of reasons why people are put off coming to court. As a result we now have Special Measures. These are ways in which we can facilitate people feeling as comfortable as possible whilst giving evidence. The most common one is a screen, which means that when giving evidence the suspect and victim cannot see each other. To prosecute someone we need an evidential statement from the victim, which can either be a written statement or now we can use a video interview. This means the video of them giving their account is played in court. We can also use voice modulation and pseudonyms but these are only really used in murder trials.

The vast majority of people who are raped, are raped by people they know.

Under some circumstances, particularly in domestic violence cases, we will prosecute people without the evidence of the victim. For a rape case there is a very limited set of circumstances in which we could do that. We encourage people to come forward even if they don’t want to have to go to court, as often rapists will have committed other crimes too, so once we identify a suspect we can often prosecute them on other matters.

Questions:

Deborah Cawkwell: Who are the SOIT officers? Are they constables?

Yes. The DCs and PCs are the same rank but the DCs have additional training in investigative techniques and the PCs have additional training in how to deal with victims (the SOIT training). Due to the additional training needed, everyone on the Saphire team will be on it for at least 2 years and not more than 5 years. There are also support services for the SOIT officers, who may be dealing with 15-25 serious sexual offence cases at any time. A case usually takes 6-12 months to come to court so the SOIT officer will have contact with the victim for all of that time. Naturally some victims need more support than others.

Anna Bragga:

Are there any variations as to where offences are committed? Are there any hotspots?

There will be but I’m not sure where yet. Have only been in this role for 4 months. There are trends although these are not bespoke to Haringey. There are worrying trends of rapes on schoolchildren by schoolchildren. The law for rape changed, since 2003 rape now also includes oral rape.

Deborah Cawkwell:

 Shag bands?

I don’t think so. They are bands that kids wear and different colours mean different things. I think they’re more of a fashion statement.

Mary Holtby: 

Do you have any support or outreach workers who go and talk in schools etc?

We are in the process of devising a scheme to educate young people (both male and female) as to what is and is not acceptable. We work closely with the council on this. 

Mary Holtby:

Is it generally widely known that people can refer themselves to the ‘haven’?

I don’t know, but they do do a lot of publicity. There are posters on the tube etc. ‘The havens’ are jointly funded by the Met Police and NHS.

Rob How:

How many cases might your team deal with in a year?

We probably have about one job that comes in a day between Enfield & Haringey. That does not always mean they’re rape. Offences we deal with range from, for example, a 12 year old girl having her breast stroked to rape. 

Rob How:

I know the law has changed and that more people report them, are there facilities for men as well as women at the havens?

Yes. There are different issues to take into account with forensic recovery. Forensic evidence can be recovered for longer from women, but men are still offered counselling etc. The haven only deals with cases that happened within a year.

Mike Dark:

Special measures.

By law if you’re a victim of a sexual offence you are classed as an intimidated witness so you are entitled to special measures. Having said that they are still at the discretion of the trial judge. As well as screens can also use a TV link rather than having to give evidence in court. I have never heard of a sex offence victim not being allowed special measures, but I still wouldn’t promise anyone that you’ll get them. We would video your interview, which would be played rather than you having to give your account during you evidence in chief but you would still have to answer questions from the defence in cross-examination.

Pam Beck:

How far does inter-familial extend?

We don’t deal with any cases for children under 18 if its interfamilial. If a 12 year old had her breast grabbed we would deal with it, if she was 13 it would go to the local CID team as it is not serious enough for us. Inter-familial would not normally include cousins, is more restricted to mother/father/aunt/uncle. It matters more that someone deals with it rather than who deals with it. We will liaise with the other teams to decide who will deal with certain cases.

Unknown:

If a 3rd party witnesses an offence, can they report it to you?

3rd parties can and do report sexual offences to us and we will investigate the matter. These can sometimes be hard to prosecute if the victim refuses to come to court. 

Unknown:

The havens are partly funded by the Met. If someone has been the repeated victim of domestic violence, which includes sexual offences but go to the haven rather than reporting it to the police, is there any point at which the haven would report it to you?

You have doctor confidentially at the havens but they can, with the victim’s permission, give us anonymised data, for example when and where an attack took place. If for example someone is raped in a shopping centre, it’s useful to know an offence has taken place even if we don’t know who the victim is as it alerts us that there is someone out there.

If someone is repeatedly attacked at home though, can the haven not report it to you?

The haven will never tell us without the victim’s consent due to doctor/patient confidentiality. If we don’t know about it there is not a lot we can do about it. If we do find out about it we can try for a victimless prosecution, but they are very difficult due to the lack of evidence that we can call.  We haven’t yet had a victimless prosecution on a rape charge. If you’re a rapist in a domestic environment chances are you will be an offender outside of the domestic environment too, which we can prosecute them on. Some people will tell us they’ve been raped by their partners but don’t want their partners to know they’ve reported it. In that case it’s very difficult for us to decide whether to breach their trust and arrest anyway.

Anna Bragga:

How do you deal with sex workers? How often do they report these crimes and are they treated differently?

Prostitution in itself is not something we deal with, as it is consensual. However it becomes our issue if someone does not consent. We do not judge, if you’ve been raped we will investigate it whoever you are. We had a job recently involving people who had been trafficked into the country and then were raped by their handler. 

Lauritz Hansen-Bay:

Is there anything we should look out for bearing in mind we’re neighbourhood watch coordinators?

The key message from my department is that you don’t have to report to the police, you can self-refer to the Haven but if you report it to us it is not just about us getting you into court, we can give people the help that they need.

Lauritz Hansen-Bay:

I came across a case recently whereby a woman suffered for 13 months at the hands of her partner, whilst he was on bail. What protection can be offered to victims?

We can apply to a judge to have someone remanded into custody while they await their trial, but if that gets refused, we will normally get conditional bail, with conditions not to contact the victim etc. If people breach the conditions of their bail they will be arrested and brought back before the court.

Unknown:

You said the havens are advertised on the tube, where else would you see it?

They have a website. I don’t know for certain but I imagine there will be publicity in doctors’ surgeries etc. I would be very surprised if any doctor in London did not know of the Havens even if they don’t have posters etc up.

Unknown: 

Could we distribute leaflets?

Easiest thing is for me to give you the link to the website.

Deborah Cawkwell:
Can we have an action point to find out where more publicity is available and distribute it?

There are certainly posters on the tube. 

Insp. John Forde: If you can get hold of anything then email it to me and I’ll distribute it.

OK

JF: I agree with Dan that I would be extremely surprised if doctors didn’t know about the havens, I imagine organisations such as Samaritans know of them as well.

Two more points. You are guaranteed in law, anonymity, the press cannot disclose your details, only the judge, jury and defendant will know who you are. Also previous sexual experience cannot be mentioned, unless the judge deems it specifically relevant to the case.

Unknown:

Has it been suggested to leaflet schools to give them details of the havens etc?

Schools are being approached about these styles of offences and both male and female children are being educated about what is and is not acceptable. For anything like that to be told to schoolchildren we need to get the agreement of schools etc.

4. INSPECTOR JOHN FORDE

In the last month we’ve reached 256 watches. 154 on west of borough 102 on east. 2 people from those watches are here tonight, so welcome! We have however lost 2 watches for unknown reasons. 

Remind you of a couple of events:

· Family Fun Day on 16th Feb 2010, for children under 10.

· Careers Fair on 18th Feb, 2010 for 14-25 year olds.

Didn’t bring crime stats as when the borough commander comes he gives an overview of it across the borough, but if you want them for a Ward by ward basis you can go on the internet and find very up to date crime figures for individual wards or streets on there.

Questions:

Unknown:

Neighbourhood watch needs a higher profile. Some places have signs etc, but there is nothing encouraging people to sign up. Perhaps maps could be put up on local notice boards showing all the areas where the watches are in force.

Unknown: can’t have maps as they advertise where there are watches but also where they are not in place.

Ralph: we do have signs up.

Unknown: How do people get brought into them?

Mike Dark (from a new ward): I found out through a notice coming through my door, which led to a meeting in the local pub, as a result of which we started one. Pauline was active in beginning it.

John Forde: I think that’s fairly typical. Pauline does a start-up pack. Once she hears of a possibility of a new watch she goes in to help them start up. PCSOs help and aim to create 5 new watches each during the year, we will fall short on this as some places are already saturated with them. Normally once the PCSOs have found people who would be interested, Pauline gets involved and helps facilitate setting them up.

Reg White: couldn’t we get a page in the Haringey people each month?

RC: It’s very expensive.

JF: We were recently trying to get into another borough publication but it’s very difficult to get any space in their publicity but we’ll try again.

Mary Holtby:

Our watch started up years ago due to a suggestion by a crime prevention officer. When police attend victims, they could ask whether they have a watch and if not they could suggest that they start one up.

JF: I don’t think the officers who respond would be able to do that but SNTs can. SNTs visit every burglary victim and give them a pack which includes details of how to start a watch.

Gary Pecqueur: My watch started by one of my neighbours suggesting it, I agreed, Pauline got involved and organised a meeting and I was told before it that I would be the co-ordinator. Since then I’ve put a note through everyone’s house giving them my details and telling them I’m the co-ordinator. 

JF: That is how it should be. NW is not just about the police issues, it’s a wider community thing, looking out for vulnerable people, and looking after each other. We welcome the two-way flow of information. There are awards tomorrow night where 2 co-ordinators are up for awards. Pauline is fantastic at organising and starting neighbourhood watches.

Tracey Shilleh:

I was wondering what the age limit for unsupervised children is? Especially during school holidays very young children (eg 4/5 year olds) seem to be out on the streets unsupervised and unlooked after.

JF: Any child under 16 can be neglected/abused by anyone over 16.  Being out on the streets late at night may not fall into those categories though. Now due to the numbers of children being out it seems to be more acceptable, as it has become fairly normal, so now for there to be a prosecution it normally has to involve some other form of neglect/abuse. Of course if they’re exposed to danger (drugs/sexual predators etc.) then that’s a different matter. We often go to calls where a neighbour has called in reporting that their neighbours have left their young children unattended, if they are that young (4/5) then the children would be taken into productive custody if the parents don’t return within a very short period of time. We would then be contacting social services and looking to prosecute. If you are concerned call the police (on 999) and we will make the decision as to how to proceed. Its better to go to a situation where a 5 year old is playing in the street than to go to a RTC.

Unknown:

Suggest that in summer, with over 250 watches we could have a social day/afternoon which could involve training etc.

I think that’s a fantastic idea. Have a problem getting enough people to attend these meetings. Having a social event could help improve attendance generally.

Penny Rees-Jones:

Recently there have been 4 burglaries in my street. Also I noticed I got a calling card for a cleaner etc where rather than putting them from the letter box they only put them part way through so they can be seen from the outside. They could easily return each day and see which cards have been removed and which have not and therefore can tell who is away.

Ralph:

Is there anything that can be done to stop people putting junk mail only half way through the letter box? 

They aren’t doing anything illegal. Suggest people always have someone look after their house whilst you’re away. Neighbourhood Watches can also be very good for this.

I’ll get Pauline to put information in the next newsletter.

Laurits Hansen-Bay:
Can we have no cold calling zones?

Can the council prosecute these people who distribute these people who put rubbish through people’s doors?

Could co-ordinators have lists of contacts for when people come to them for advice?

I think she has already sent out lists of contacts.

4. A.O.B.

Ralph:

Raises question of where meetings should take place. The next meeting will definitely be on 18th May but do not yet know whether it should be here or elsewhere?

Tottenham Town Hall is suggested. People agree that they would go over there for meetings.

Asks if there are any particular speakers that people would want to have attend the meetings?

An experienced crime prevention officer was suggested to give detailed suggestions as to what co-ordinators can do.

John Forde:

One of the most heinous crimes against the elderly is bogus officials targeting them. I would encourage all co-ordinators to be particularly vigilant and really keep an eye out for them. There are also a lot of bogus builders who will target the elderly and tell them they have problems with their house before charging them huge amounts for unnecessary work. Please look out for these people!

Date of Next Meeting

7.30pm 18th May, 2010

Civic Centre (The Canteen), Wood Green 
UPDATES:  

For more information regarding the havens see www.thehavens.co.uk 
For your ward crime statistics, go to http://maps.met.police.uk, put in your postcode and explore the various options.

THE SMALL PRINT.

The ‘Haringey Association of Neighbourhood Watches’ works to support Neighbourhood Watch in Haringey and assists and is assisted by the Neighbourhood Watch office.

By supplying your contact details you will only receive notices and information directly from this Association concerning Neighbourhood Watch matters. At no time will your contact details be shared with, or divulged to, any other organisation or individual. You will NOT receive any spam, sales literature or other such unsolicited material.
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