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HORNSEY AND WOOD GREEN ASSOCIATION OF NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCHES

MINUTES OF THE 

QUARTERLY MEETING

Held at The Royal British Legion, Elder Avenue, N8

 Monday 9th June 2008 at 7.30pm

  Present:   

Ralph Crisp (Chair)

Hornsey Lane Gdns, N6
Terry Husband (Treasurer)
Concord Watch

Alan Whitehouse

Rosebery Gardens

Anne Johnson


Marlborough Rd

Barry White


Fordington Rd, N6
Brian Livingston

Fortismere Watch

David Winskill


Councillor
Elaine Williams


Southwood Lane
Eric Beck 


GMTRA

Frank Nolan


The Drive, N11

Geoff Hudson


Cranley Gardens

Istvan Allender


Woodland Rise

Julie Vanstone  


West Green Rd

Kim Murray


Russell Court, N15
Lauritz Hansen-Bay

Hampton Court 

M Cowley


Roslyn RA, N15

Margaret Fowler

Salisbury Rd. N4

Pauline Syddell


NW Link Manager
Peggy Kirk


Southwood Lane

Peter Norton


Ridgeway Gardens
Rachel Allinson


Councillor

Ron Aitken


Councillor

Ron Jones


Woodside
Shirley A Husband

Concord Watch 

Stephen Allender

Woodland Rise

Vivien Rodgers


Scotch Estate N22

Wolfgang Kiernan

Donovan Avenue
Pauline Syddell


NW Link Manager
Act. Bor. Cmdr. Richard Wood
Guest Speaker

D.C.I. Peter Lansdown

Guest Speaker

D.S. Chris Quinn

Guest Speaker

Leon Christodoulou

Police Sergeant SNT
1.  INTRODUCTIONS     
 

The Chair welcomed all to this quarterly meeting. 

2.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Adrian Haysome, Alexandra Nicol, Alistair Smith, Bruno Dore, Cllr Gideon Bull, Cllr Rahman Khan,

Cllr Lyn Webber, Cllr Pat Egan, Cllr Wayne Hoban, Cllr. Carolyn Baker, Denise Woodhall, Denzil Rose, Digi Berry, Dorothy Road, Jennifer Bell, Maria Longo, PCSO Carol Philips, PCSO Kelly Haley, Richard Gardner, Ron Lock, Sgt Paul Saunders, Simon Brooke, Wendy Fox, Wendy Hill,
3.  MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING

Cllr Nilgun Canver had submitted an amendment, as follows: I am pretty certain I did not say the second sentence where I am quoted. There has been a misunderstanding. I always refer to adults who commit crime and when you look carefully behind that criminal behaviour there is very often Domestic Violence. I'd appreciate if the minutes are amended.

With this amendment the minutes were accepted as a true reflection of the meeting.

4. GUEST SPEAKER:  ACT. BOROUGH COMMANDER RICHARD WOOD

Announced that Ch. Supt. David Grant was the new Borough Commander.

Gave details of the latest crime statistics for Haringey.

Crime was down

Violence was down

Robbery was lowest ever (35% down) with 1 or 2 cases a day being solved

Solving crimes in Haringey was 37% against 22% for the rest of London

Burglary up slightly

With over 100,000 addresses in Haringey there were only 7 – 8 burglaries a day

The Message – Crime is Down

There is going to be a further year’s delay for the new Wood Green Police Station because of Planning issues.

No immediate plans re Muswell Hill Police Station. There are three 24 hour stations across the borough.

5 GUEST SPEAKERS: D.C.I. PETER LANSDOWN & D.S. CHRIS QUINN (SCD1 Homicide & Serious Crime) on Murder Invetigation

They both work on the borough and are responsible for London NW & NE (+S?).

With a London population of 8-10 million, members were asked how many murders they thought occurred in the capital annually. Members were very surprised to learn that the number had remained steady at approx. 140 per year for the last 10 years – one of the lowest murder rates in capitals throughout the world.

95% of all these murders were solved, leading to charges, with a 97% conviction rate.

With a 25 year minimum term, repeat offending was rare.

There are 20 murder teams operating in London, with murders divided into 3 categories.

Cat A – High profile

Cat B – Stranger attack (the majority)

Cat C – Domestic with typically only one suspect

Trident (black community) shootings in the 12 - 25 years age group had dropped considerably in Haringey.

There are 2 Child Abuse Teams with each team having a load of 7-8 cases a year, which they would hope to solve within a year.

Homicide investigations were never closed until the suspect reached the age of 80 years.

D.C.I. Peter Lansdown has 25 detectives on his team + house to house officers.

Uses witness evidence, CCTV, and forensic evidence which can be awesome and take months. Mentioned the highly effective role of family liaison officers at extracting motives leading to suspects.

Witness protection can be provided plus video links to prevent witness intimidation.

Biggest difficulty is the Criminal Justice System, where the only people incentivised appear to be the Police. The Police are the only people trying to ascertain the truth but difficult because of  the adversarial court system.
D.S. Chris Quinn went on to describe the process, which involved

· collecting and collating the smallest bits of information and painstaking evidence collecting – WITNESSES ARE REALLY IMPORTANT
· mobile phone interrogation
· DNA databases
6. GUEST SPEAKER: KEN MARSH - Haringey Police Community Amateur Boxing Club
 Haringey Police Community Amateur Boxing Club was formed 9 years ago, with the ethos “Change The Way You Are”. Since its inception 90 young people have become members and no member has ever reoffended. Over 240 boxers were attending a weekend tournament at Alexandra Palace the following weekend.

6. Cllr Ron Aitken.
Cllr Ron Aitken made an appeal regarding the consultation on Haringey Council’s proposal to terminate funding for the Haringey Parks Constabulary. He stated that 753 offences had been committed in Haringey parks between November 2006 and November 2007and he suggested that members should write to the Council with their concerns.

7. REPORT FROM SERGEANT LEON CHRISTODOULOU HIGHGATE SAFER  NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM

As most of the crime statistics had been presented by Supt. Richard Wood, Sgnt Leon Christodoulou just gave short report. He stated that the work of the SNTs includes making reassurance visits to victims.

Advised members ensure that they ask for a CAD No. whenever making a 999 call to simplify follow-up.

8. BOROUGH ASSOCIATION OF NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCHES CHAIR REPORT –   RALPH CRISP 

Owing to pressure of other duties, Pauline Syddell no longer available to take and produce minutes of meeting, therefore appealed for volunteer from the membership. No positive response.

All Haringey Ward Chairs had been asked to identify 3 overarching priorities for Haringey (not necessarily their ward priorities. Further input requested from members.

Saga of damaged NW signs continues but progress being made, with all new signs in future being metal with metal clips.

Web site successfully up and running and constantly updated and being further developed. (See http://www.haringeynhw.org.uk/)

The Association had decided to continue having a presence at the Highgate and Muswell Hill Festivals.

9.   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Ralph advised that Superintendent Wayne Mawson had been able to provide the H&WG NW Association with a sum of money to cover the cost of the H&WG NW meetings for a year.

10.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING:






10th November 2008 


at the Royal British Legion, Elder Avenue, N8
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