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Dear Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator

You will no doubt have heard, read and seen in the press the proposals made by the new Mayor of London to reduce knife crime and keep our young people safe from harm.  I have included a briefing for you to share and distribute to your members about the activity that will be taking place across all London Boroughs but more specifically Haringey.  

Blunt 2
Following recent events, the Metropolitan Police has launched Operation Blunt 2 to tackle unacceptable levels of serious youth violence, particularly the carrying and use of knives in public.

The MPS reduced serious youth violence in 2007/2008 but it remains our biggest priority after terrorism. The death of any young person is one too many.

Operation Blunt 2 was launched pan-London on Monday May 19, 2008, and will involve the increased use of stop and search powers as well as a range of other tactics. We are consulting widely with local communities and our partner agencies to try to tackle this problem together.
On Friday May 16 Haringey police met with key community members including representatives from from Haringey IAGs and Police and Community Consultative Group, who voiced their support for an increased use of Section 60 and Stop & Search powers in order to tackle the use and carrying of knives in public places.

Section 60 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 allows a senior police officer to authorise officers to stop and search persons in a specific area, either where a serious public order problem is likely to arise, or for offensive weapons or dangerous instruments. The senior officer can authorise that the powers conferred by this section are exercisable at any place within that locality for a specified period not exceeding 24 hours. Failure to submit to a S60 search is an offence.

Acting Borough Commander Richard Wood said:

"We recognise that this operation may make some people feel uncomfortable. However it is about keeping our communities and especially young people safe by taking knives and other weapons off the street   People have said that they want more stop and search and we will work with communities to use stop and search effectively and appropriately as an important tool in discouraging the carrying and use of knives in public and keeping Haringey safe."

Other measures that will be used in Haringey include intelligence-gathering, knife arches, search wands, weapon sweeps and specific operations to target offenders. 

Youth violence and knife crime are down in Haringey, however it remains a priority and these tactics are being deployed to keep Haringey safe. Our 19 Safer Neighbourhoods Teams will work with local communities to help identify key problems and the risks facing young people.

We are working closely with schools, and have a number of Schools Liaison Officers based on site and available to discuss issues of concern with young people as well as deterring crime.


Acting Borough Commander Richard Wood said:

"We do not want to stigmatise our young people, the majority of whom are law abiding and want to live their lives in peace, we want to work with them to find a solution and to keep them safe. We have an excellent reputation in Haringey for working with our partners to engage with our young people and divert them from crime and will continue this work. We will also continue to robustly police the most violent young offenders, using intelligence to disrupt their activities, arrest them and bring them to justice."

If you have any views about the activity or concerns please feel free to send comments to me through Pauline Syddell.

Yours sincerely,

Shaun de Souza Brady

