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Dear Coordinator

It was so nice to see so many coordinators at the Haringey Borough Association of Neighbourhood Watches Annual General meeting in March.  I believe everyone that attended will agree that it was a very successful meeting, with interesting speakers and a lovely meal. 

IMPORTANT CRIME PREVENTION ADVICE

Spring is here, and after months of having the windows closed and heating on full we can now open all our windows and let the fresh air in; but please make sure this is all you let in.   Please do not leave any ground floor windows open in any unoccupied rooms, even if you are only popping into the kitchen to make a cup of tea, It only takes a moment for a burglar to climb through your window and make off with your valuables.   The crime prevention team recommend all ground floor windows and any others that can be easily reached are fitted with key operated locks.  Please see the attached separate sheet for information on the most common types of window locks available.

CANNABIS FACTORIES

Do you suspect someone is producing Cannabis plants?   Police need your help to locate these Cannabis factories that are mainly found in unoccupied or rented houses.   The factories pose a potentially lethal fire risk to the building and neighbouring properties.  Quite often electrical meters and fuse boxes are bypassed to obtain the huge amount of power required for lamps and heaters to cultivate the Cannabis plant.  Temperatures within a building can reach 40 degrees centigrade and rooms may contain chemicals such as fertilisers and pesticides. 

Here are a few signs to look out for:

· Black bin liners or similar material over windows and doors of a house

· Strong smell of Cannabis coming from within the premises

· A high volume of people coming and going with what appears to be ‘rubbish bags’ 

· A large quantity of these people being of Vietnamese Origin

· Planting equipment left in the front garden of the property

If you have any suspicions about a property in our community, please call Haringey Police on 020 8345 1212 or call Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.

POLICE NEED YOUR HELP 

Police cannot be everywhere all the time and rely on the public for information.  As members of Neighbourhood Watch you are the eyes and ears of the community; you know your area, and therefore know when something is not quite right.   Anti social behaviour, suspicious activity or even information you may have overheard or been told by a 3rd party; please do not keep to yourself in the belief you will be wasting police time.  No matter how insignificant you may think it is, the police want to know.  Your call may just be the link the police are looking for.   Please email or telephone your Safer Neighbourhood Team who will act on any information given in the strictest confidence.          

NEW NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCHES

In the past year 46 new Neighbourhood Watches have started up in Haringey.  If you know of anyone interested in starting a Neighbourhood Watch please let me know.  

ASSOCIATION OF NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCHES

The Haringey Borough Association of Neighbourhood Watches is completely independent from the Police.  The committee is comprised of up to 15 volunteer Neighbourhood Watch coordinators who meet on the first Tuesday of the month at the Civic Centre in Wood Green to support, enhance and promote Haringey’s Neighbourhood Watches.  The committee are voted in at the annual general meeting held each March, however new committee members are welcome and can be co-opted onto the committee at any time. There are currently 4 vacant places, so please let me know if you are interested in joining the committee or would like further information.      

The committee are in the process of putting together a summer newsletter and have asked for any interesting Neighbourhood Watch stories, or any stories where Neighbourhood Watch has made a difference, whether it be assisting the police to apprehend offenders or making where you live safer.  If you have any stories you would like to be considered for the newsletter please send them to me and I will forward on.

The Association’s Neighbourhood Watch website is now fully functional and will be updated with information on meetings and up to date news stories and appeals.  The website address is www.haringeynhw.org.uk.  There is a facility to subscribe (free of charge) to the site.  By subscribing you will automatically be sent any new or updated information.  

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH INDEMNITY INSURANCE COVER

You will shortly be receiving in the post a copy of the statement of Public Liability Insurance for the Haringey Borough of Neighbourhood Watches commencing April 2008.   This document is for information purposes only.   No action is required on your part, as I have completed the registration for the borough.

DAY TRIP TO THE POLICE HELICOPTER BASE   

I am in the early stages of looking into the possibility of taking some coordinators out to the Air Support Unit’s base to look at the new helicopters and see them take off and land.  If you are interested in a coach trip to the helicopter base in Essex, please can you let me know so that I have an idea of numbers.

Thank you for all your help and hard work in making Haringey a safer place to live.

        Yours sincerely

          Pauline Syddell         

          Neighbourhood Watch Link Manager
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