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HARINGEY ASSOCIATION OF NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCHES

(FORMERLY HORNSEY AND WOOD GREEN ASSOCIATION OF NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCHES)

MINUTES OF THE 

QUARTERLY MEETING 

Held at the Civic Centre, Wood Green N22

9th November 2010 at 7.30pm
DEDICATED TO RALPH CRISP

Present: 

Rob How  (Vice Chair)

Christine Barnwell (Treasurer)

Rosemary Johnson (assistant Chair)

Police Inspector Forde

Pauline Syddell (NHW Manager)

Istvan Allender

Jennifer Bell

Joseph Boyle

Ryan Burton King

Jenny Buzzard

Jim Cassins

Andrew Cheal

M Cowley

Ron Dalliday

Mike Dark

Joel Furze

Kathleen Garratt

Rita Gayford

Harris Goreeba

Jackie Hagland

Wendy Hill

L P Horowitz

Geoff Hudson

Martin Iles

Eric Jury

Wolfgang Kiernan

Peggy Kirk

Peter Lawlor

Rhonda Lewis

Brian Livingston

Cecil Mauger

Dara Miah

S Nischal

John Noutot
Gloria Omotoso

Anthony Payne

S Pereira

Vivien Rodgers

Charlotte Rushton

Terry Rushton

S Sanhye

Stacey Shilleh

Sal Shuel

Dorothy Sun

Ian Sygrave

Julie Vanstone

Claire Williams

Guest Speaker:
Amanda Kilbey, Haringey Council’s Emergency Planning Officer

1.  Introductions and apologies for absence:
The Chair welcomed and thanked all for attending this quarterly meeting.  The news of the passing away of Chairman Ralph Crisp makes this is a very sad occasion, and that we would talk later about the support Ralph had given and how he has inspired many of us.

A minutes silence was held and observed by all.

Apologies were received from:
Jonathan Crisp 

Pamela Beck

Digi Berry

Marjorie Bushnell

Gisele Domb

Lesley Flynn
Margaret Fowler
Wendy Fox

Richard Gardner

Natalie Griffiths

Lauritz Hansen-Bay

Liz Heaton

Jane Human
Geoff Hunt

Arthur Leigh
Joan Lindeman

Carey Miller

Joan Morrison

Sally Mustoe

Alexandra Nicol
Gary Pecqueur
Nicola Pogson
Dorothy Rose

Denzil Rose
Dorothy Rynhold

Cyril Sheridan

Peter Thompson

Jen Wallis

Alan Whitehouse

Carola Zentner 

2.   Minutes of previous meeting held on 8th September 2010
The minutes were accepted as a true reflection of the meeting.  There were no matters arising.
3.   Guest Speaker:  Amanda Kilbey, Emergency Planning Officer, Haringey  

      Council
Amanda works as part of a small team to ensure Haringey residents are informed of and prepared for emergencies.

What is classed as an emergency?

An event or situation which threatens damage to human welfare in a place in the UK, the environment or a place in the UK, or warn or terrorism which threatens serious damage to the security of the UK.

Examples of emergencies that have affected Haringey residents in the past have included heavy snow fall; strong winds and flooding of Turnpike Lane a few years ago.

The role of the Emergency Planning Team:

· Warning and Informing:  Advising the public and helping them best prepare and respond to emergencies.

· Working closely with partnership agencies, LFB and police.

· Recovery stage:  possibility of need for council re-housing and rebuilding of community spirit.

How can we best prepare?

ICE:  This stands for In Case of Emergency.  Inserting the letters ICE before your next of kin’s contact details on your mobile phone will assist the council or partnership agencies contact your next of kin.

Meeting point:  Pre-plan where your family will meet in the event of an evacuation, maybe at a neighbours or family member in a different part of the borough. 
Community spirit:  Check on elderly neighbours or neighbours that may need help.

Emergency Items:  Have supplies readily available if you are asked to evacuate or remain indoors in an emergency: Torch with spare batteries, battery or wind up radio, first aid kit, bottled water, non perishable food e.g. cereal bars, mobile phone and charger, money and bank cards, basic toiletries, personal prescribed medicine, identification, home and car keys, insurance documents, warm layers of clothing, waterproof layer/umbrella, emergency contact numbers, essentials for children and pets, glasses. 

Grab bag:  Have a bag already packed containing emergency items.    

Sign up to the Haringey emergency alert system:  In the event of an emergency you will receive a text alerting you to the situation.  You can register on the Haringey Council’s emergency planning page on their website.  If you would like to register but do not have access to the internet please contact Pauline in the Neighbourhood Watch office. The council currently have 16,000 residents signed up for this service.

Z Cards:  These are wallet sized cards with useful information, emergency service phone numbers, emergency check lists and a space for you to enter your own important contact details.  These are available from Pauline in the Neighbourhood Watch office.

Unless advised otherwise, in an emergency you should:

GO IN

STAY IN

TUNE IN

4.  Dedication to Ralph Crisp
Robert How: Ralph was an inspiration to us all, his leadership and enthusiasm will be sorely missed, and our thoughts were with his family as this sad time.

A box would be left on the table during refreshments should anyone wish to donate any money to be given to Ralph’s family for a charity of their choice.

John Forde:  Ralph had his fingers in a lot of pies, he was kind hearted, spirited and enthusiastic.  I occasionally went for a Guinness and a packet of peanuts with Ralph after a meeting, and I will miss this.   He was a highly disorganised nice guy with a wicked sense of humour, a top fellow.  In these challenging times it is now up to others to step forward to honour Ralph’s legacy and to ensure these meetings and Neighbourhood Watch keeps going.  We are very grateful for what Ralph has done for Neighbourhood Watch, and now that he has moved on to a higher place, it is now up to us.      
Rosemary Johnson:  I first met Ralph in the 80’s at a parent’s rights group.  Ralph told me that you had to stand up for what you believe in.  
Rosemary then said a prayer for Ralph’s family.

Stacey Shilleh:  I only knew Ralph for a short time, and got to know him during the campaign to save the Whittington Hospital, where Ralph gave me a lot of encouragement.  He was so vibrant and healthy and I was so shocked to hear of his passing.  We should all look after each other; this is what Ralph believed in.

5.  The future of Neighbourhood Watch 

Robert How: We must continue the legacy of Ralph in these challenging times.  
Many of you will know that Pauline’s role will no longer be funded after March 2011.  We are all volunteers and we need Pauline’s support to hold it all together.   
Pauline arranged a meeting a few weeks ago with a few coordinators to discuss the way forward once her role went.  I am afraid we hijacked this meeting and decided to launch a campaign to have our voices heard about the demise of this role and the loss of Pauline.  We have suggested that we form a working party to meet with the police and council to discuss funding.  I have written a letter that I propose to sent to the borough commander and send copies to Lynne Featherstone, David Lammy, Joanne McCartney, community managers and councillors.  I am also going to a meeting tomorrow night where Boris Johnson and Joanne McCartney will be present and I will bring this up.  If you would like to support this letter I have a petition here for you to sign.  (letter was read out).   
Pauline: Explained that although she is employed by the police, her position is funded from external partnership money, and now that this funding has dried up the police do not have the money to finance the role.  It is the role that is being made redundant, not her. 
John Forde:  Pauline’s funding came from the Crime and Disorder Partnership fund and this stream of money has not been renewed.  I fully support the role and Pauline’s personality is well suited to the role, and I have communicated this to the new command team; however the dilemma is regarding funding. 

Jenny Buzzard:  Pauline’s encouragement and support are the reason I started my Neighbourhood Watch, without this I may consider resigning as a coordinator.  Safer Neighbourhoods Teams would not be able to take over this role and diversify, which is a key point.  We need to have Neighbourhood Watches joined up.
Jennifer Bell:   Pauline has helped me a lot; she is sensible and knowledgeable and has an eye over the whole borough.  If the Safer Neighbourhoods Teams take on this role there will be no coordination which is the key.   
Brian Livingston:  As well as suggesting a working party to discuss funding we should be saying we are prepared to work with you but we want Pauline to be part of it.

Wolfgang Kiernan:  287 Neighbourhood Watches, this sends out a message, we are not going to put up with this, Pauline is the person to do the job and they have to find the funding.    
Robert How:  We have to be realistic but not give up on keeping the post.  

Is everyone in support of the letter and petition?  There was a unanimous vote in favour of the letter and petition.

Is everyone happy for me to sign the letter on behalf of all present?  All present approved this.
Out of Pauline’s meeting that we hijacked came the idea of a working group that would deal with strategic aims and discuss where we go with NHW and constitutional issues; i.e. should we be a registered charity to be able to apply for funding?  

Is everyone happy for an emergency working committee to be set up until the next AGM?  There was a unanimous vote in support of this.

It was agreed that the emergency committee would consist of those that attended the ‘hijacked’ meeting plus anyone else who feels they can bring something to the group.  

The AGM will take place in February when the members will appoint a chairman, until then Robert confirmed he was happy to continue to stand in as vice chair.

Jennifer Bell:  I would like to formally propose Robert be appointed acting chairman.  This was seconded by Jim Cassins and support by all attending.

Marian Janes:  We need to attract younger people.

Robert How:  This is something the working group can take on board.

This meeting was dedicated to the memory of Ralph and all that he did for Neighbourhood Watch.  

A big thank you for your donations, we raised £110 which has been donated to Christian Aid as requested by Ralph’s family. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING / AGM 

Tuesday 8th February 2011 (TBC)
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