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            Seasons Greetings 

FREEZE OUT CRIME THIS CHRISTMAS

· Do not leave shopping in the car

· Do not flash your new mobile or ipod in the street

· Do not invite intruders – keep presents out of view

· Do not advertise your expensive gifts, dispose of packaging sensibly 

· Always lock doors and windows (Santa will still get in)

· When out celebrating leave lights on in your home as you would if you were there, or use a timer switch to turn lights on. 

· Know the limits and stay safe.

MESSAGE FROM THE CRIME PREVENTION OFFICERS

We are still getting burglaries involving suspects slipping Yale type locks in the early hours of the morning so please use a mortise lock as well.  If you are worried about fire safety, keep a key in the hall but not within reach of letterbox or a bamboo cane.  I would love a 42” Plasma TV for Christmas, so would the burglars.  If they see your new TV through your window they may well return for it later; a brick through the window, and the next thing you will see is your new TV heading off into the night on the back of a motorbike.  Do not advertise your possessions, use curtains or blinds to obscure the view of your property from the street.  A lockable bracket is available to secure your TV, cost is approximately £30.   
PROTECT YOUR NEW GIFTS

www.immobilise.com
Have you asked Santa for new mobile phone or are you purchasing a mobile phone as a gift?  Please do not forget to register or amend your phone details with immobilise.   

Immobilise is a database that is endorsed by all UK Police forces and is connected to the national Police stolen property database, you can register all kinds of property on this database, i.e. Sat Navs, bicycles, laptops & computers, Ipods, arts & antiques, jewellery and many more items.  Registration is free and once registered your chances of getting lost and stolen property returned to you will be greatly increased.

DIGITAL TV SWITCHOVER – be aware of potential scams 

Although London is one of the last places to cut over to digital TV in 2012, there is a potential for an increase in doorstep crime from either distraction burglary or rogue trading.

The change to digital TV is being managed by a non-profit making organisation called Digital UK who has confirmed that no one will call on a householder without an appointment.  

Information about avoiding and reporting scams can be found their website www.digitaluk.co.uk, under the ‘help’ tab then ‘consumer advice – avoiding and reporting scams’.

Help the Aged have also produced a downloadable information sheet.  This is found on their home page under ‘advice and support – are you ready for digital switchover?’     

DISABLED BADGES

Haringey Police are currently conducting operations to stop the illegal use of disabled badges and have asked for help and vigilance from Neighbourhood Watch members. 

Do you suspect someone of misusing a disabled badge or using a badge that is not registered to them?   If so report this to your local Safer Neighbourhood Team who will investigate.  Any reports made will be in the strictest confidence, and if you prefer, you need not give your name.  Just let us know the car number plate (VRM), type of vehicle, where it is normally parked and any details you may have of the driver.       

ONLINE SURVEY

www.met.police.uk/saferneighbourhoods/survey.htm

A Safer Neighbourhoods online survey has been created for you to tell us about any concerns you may have in your local community.  This will be fed straight to your local Safer Neighbourhood team who will be able to investigate and make every effort to find a long-term solution to your concerns.  The survey only takes a few minutes and is anonymous.  

I will be on holiday from 26th November to 17th December; during this period the Neighbourhood Watch office will be unattended.  The Safer Neighbourhood Teams will be looking after Neighbourhood Watch enquiries, so if you do require a response during this period please telephone or email your local Safer Neighbourhood Team.

Hope you all have a safe and enjoyable Christmas and a happy New Year.   

 Yours sincerely

          Pauline Syddell         

          Neighbourhood Watch Link Manager
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