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HORNSEY AND WOOD GREEN ASSOCIATION OF NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCHES

MINUTES OF THE 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Held at The Royal British Legion, Elder Avenue, N8

 Tuesday 12th February 2008 at 7.30pm

  Present:   

    Ralph Crisp (Chair)                          Hornsey La Gdns
   Richard Gardner (Vice Chair)           Fortis Green  

   Terry Husband (Treasurer)
         Concord 

   Superintendent Wayne Mawson       Guest Speaker 

   Jeanette Thornhill

         Guest Speaker 

   Paul Saunders
        

       Police Sergeant SNT

   Leon Christodoulou

       Police Sergeant SNT
   Nabil Abdo


         Avondale Road 

   Hoda Aljalaby

         Avondale Road   
   Eric Beck       


         GMTRA

   Jennifer Bell                                     The Hawthorns   
   Daisy Collins     

        Hornsey Journal      

   Richard Downer   
      
        Trident Watch
Fred Ellis           

        Vincent Road 
Lauritz Hansen-Bay

        Hampton Court 

Liz Heaton


        Albany Close
   Wendy Hill


        Shakespeare Watch

   Geoff Hudson


 Cranley GardensCentral
   Shirley Husband                               Concord   

Marian Janes


        Crescent Road

Ron Jones

 
        Scotch Estate 
Peggy Kirk


        Southwood Lane

   Arthur Leigh
        Dukes Avenue 

   Rhonda Lewis         
        Woodridings Ct

   Ron Lock

        The Drive


      N Michaelides
        Sunrise Watch 
 

      Kim Murray                     Russell Road 
            

      Adil Mussa
                     Shobden Road

      Alexandra Nicol
        Wood Lane


      Frank Nolan      
        The Drive   

      L Norman
                     Russell Road 
      Vivian Rodgers                Scotch Estate

      Denzil Rose                      Sunrise Watch
            

      Dorothy Rose
        Sunrise Watch      
   
      Cyril Sheridan
        Stanhope Road    

      Nick Smith

        Fordington Road


      Elizabeth Sutton-Klein    Top of Cranley Gardens

      Pauline Syddell                NW Link Manager   

      Julie Vanstone  
        Milton Road           

      Jane Wildgoose
        Middle Lane Mews


      Elaine Williams 
       Southwood Lane
      Bryan Williamson           Allison Road

      David Winskill
       Councillor

1.  INTRODUCTIONS     
Ralph welcomes all to this annual general meeting. 

2.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Aitken, Pat Brennan, Simon Brooke, Ted Dixon, Bruno Dore, Cllr Engert, Jacky Fairfax, Wendy Fox, Mark Gershinson, Cllr Gorrie, Cllr Hare, Adrian Haysome, Joan Lindeman, Brian Livingston, Maria Longo, Cllr Mallett, Angie McEvoy, Sheena Mitchel, Yvonne O’Dell, Cllr Peacock, Gosia Shannon, Alistair Smith, Peter Thompson, Meg Turner, Cllr Webber, Alan Whitehouse, Fred Williams, Denise Woodhall and Woodside SNT.

3.  MINUTES OF LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING

The minutes of the meeting held on 13th November 2007 were accepted as true reflection of the meeting. The minutes were proposed by Richard Gardner and seconded by Terry Husband.

Q: The minutes state that Steve Lain will have something to offer in the New Year re lighting?

A: Ralph said that he was now getting conflicting information, however Cllr Winskill confirmed that there is money in the pot for re-lighting. 

4.  GUEST SPEAKER:  SUPERINDENTENT WAYNE MAWSON 

Changes to Senior Management and Personnel:   Borough Commander Simon O’Brien is now back with us, however he has passed a promotion board and will almost certainly be leaving us soon.  Until a new commander is appointed Superintendent Wood will stand in.  

Resources:  More resources are being put into the partnership area and new staff members will be joining us.

Funding has been received for four new Police motorcycles, which brings the total to eight, with as many fully trained officers to use them.  Since the introduction of these motorcycles we have seen a decline in crimes involving suspects on motorcycles as they now know they cannot escape down alleyways and that they will be caught. 

We have just received £100,000 of CCTV equipment available for deployment; this is completely digital with floodlights and can now be deployed at night.

The areas the Motorcycle Team and the CCTV van are deployed to, are determined by crime trends and intelligence received.  We need your help to deploy into areas where most use of them could be made.  If you are aware of a problem that could be solved with either of these resources please contact your Safer Neighbourhood Sergeant.  

Performance:  We are near the end of the performance year.  Haringey have achieved every single target for sanction detections and we are one of the best performing boroughs in the Met.   Robbery is down 21.6% and burglary detection rate is 25.4%.  All performance statistics can be found on the Internet.

Operations:  The terrorist threat is still high and with London being a huge international target; it is not a case of if they strike again but when.  It is a known fact that some of the people involved in previous terrorist activities have lived or had links with Haringey and some could still be here.  It is important to be vigilant and report anything suspicious.  Haringey Police have been commended for the counter terrorism operations taking place on our borough which are carried out in partnership with other organisations and emergency services, these include stop and searches, sections of Tottenham football ground sectioned off on match days and road blocks.

ANPR (automated number plate reader) operations are on going; these have been a great success and are making our roads safer.   

Q:  There is still a problem with the windscreen washers in the road, is this an offence and what can be done?
A: They may well be committing an offence, possibly obstruction of highways or public order, I will ask the Safer Neighbourhood Team to look into it.  It is this type of low-level crime that blights our lives and this is what Safer Neighbourhoods is about – improving our quality of life. 

Q:  Will Neighbourhood Watch get any funding in the next financial year?

A:  Every Borough Commander has a small pot for partnerships. 

5.   REPORT FROM SERGEANT PAUL ‘BOB’ SAUNDERS, MUSWELL HILL  

      SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM

Statistics for January 2008 show that 13 out of our 19 Wards have seen a reduction in crime.  You can find a comprehensive list of crime statistics on the website or contact your local Safer Neighbourhood Team for a copy of these.

6.  GUEST SPEAKER:  JEANETTE THORNHILL – Chair of the Domestic Violence 

     Forum 
A short film was shown:
· One in four women are affected by domestic violence

· Between one and two women are murdered every week 

· Men as well as women can be victims.

We are very lucky in Haringey to have a facility called Hearthstone that is able to provide a one-stop shop for domestic violence sufferers.  Hearthstone is able to offer advice, help and counselling from a number of different agencies working together under one roof.  There is a police computer and a permanent police officer on duty to give advice and make a report. 

The opening hours for Hearthstone are Monday to Friday 10am - 4am and you can find them at: 10 Commerce Road, Wood Green, London, N22 8ED 

Hearthstone works in partnership with many organisations including housing associations and victim support and not only seeks to help the victim but can also work with the perpetrator.  

Councillor Canver has put a lot of hard work into leading and supporting this domestic violence initiative and    

Haringey police have a very proactive attitude to prosecuting domestic violence even without a victim’s testimony.
If you would like further information about Hearthstone please contact:

Deirdre Cregan, Domestic Violence Co-ordinator, Haringey Council Equalities and Diversity Team,
Chief Executive Service, 7th Floor, River Park House, 225 High Road, London, N22 8HQ
Tel. 020 8489 2581
Email:deirdre.cregan@haringey.gov.uk
7.   GUEST SPEAKER:  COUNCILLOR NILGUN CANVER – Cabinet member for

      Safer Communities and Enforcement.

Almost everyone will know someone affected by domestic violence.  Statistics show children affected by domestic violence often go on to commit crime, although there is no conclusive evidence of this.  Helping and supporting victims of domestic violence is key to building stronger communities.  Support at early stages can prevent family break ups and even worse - murder.  There is always help available even if the victim does not wish to leave their home.

There is a 51% police sanction rate, which is very high but not all incidents are reported and often a person will only report after repeated incidents.  

Reports of domestic violence are shown to be down 8.45% this year, this could mean a decrease in incidents, however, figures cannot be trusted as incidents are not always reported.

We need to raise the profile of domestic violence to encourage people to seek help and contact Hearthstone, you can help us do this and if you know of anyone in this situation please tell them about Hearthstone.  

Details of Hearthstone can be found on council website. 

Wendy Hill, Magistrate and coordinator of Shakespeare Watch, stated that the courts are also part of the partnership and that magistrates do have training in domestic violence.  Cases seen in the courts are often only after several incidents have occurred.     

Q:  How do police record Domestic Violence?

A:  There is no such thing as a domestic assault, so incidents are recorded as a substantive offence, however it will still be recorded as a domestic incident on the police system even if it is not a criminal incident.

8.   BOROUGH ASSOCIATION OF NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCHES CHAIR REPORT –   

      RALPH CRISP 

· AGM: Saturday 8th March, you will shortly be receiving an invite in the post.

· WEBSITE: Is now fully functional however we are still building on it, please use this as a resource – www.haringeynhw.org.uk 

· STREET SIGNS: I am still working on rectifying the problems to low, damaged and missing signs.  If you do have a problem with your street signs please let me know as we rely on the coordinators to tell us where the problem is.

· WATCH SCHEME AGREEMENT FORMS:  All coordinators are being asked to complete one of these forms.  The information from these forms are kept only by the Neighbourhood Watch Link Manager and is required to keep a record of all Watches, streets covered by Watches, names of Watches, number of street signs and numbers of households/members.  The total number of members and households covered is required by Pauline to validate the free insurance indemnity cover that is given to all Watches.  This form is not a contract, it is just an agreement with nothing binding and the information could help us with future funding.

· FUNDING:  There is uncertainty regarding funding for the next financial year.   We do have a bit of money left over from this year, which we will be spending on Street Signs and window Stickers.

· NW COMMITTEE:  Would you like to join us on the committee, we meet on the first Tuesday of the month and would be nice to have some fresh blood and input.  A form is being sent out with the AGM invite, please complete it and return it to Pauline by 29th February if you are interested.  

9.   TREASURER'S REPORT – TERRY HUSBAND

Very short report as there are no subscriptions or membership fees to be a member of the association, neither are there any donations or contributions made to the organisation.  Consequently the Association has no income.  No withdrawals or deposits have been made into the account and the current bank balance remains at £100.47.    

10.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS

· Chairman: Ralph Crisp          – proposed by Terry Husband, seconded by Lauritz Hansen-Bay

· Vice Chair: Richard Gardner – proposed by Lauritz Hansen-Bay, seconded by Geoff Hudson

· Treasurer: Terry Husband      -  proposed by Ralph Crisp, seconded by Ron Jones


Members present unanimously voted all officers in by a show of hands.

9.   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

· The Royal British Legion has requested future meetings be held on a Monday opposed to our normal Tuesday meeting.  Majority of members had no objection to this.

· Funding for this meeting has previously been raised by attendees making a small donation, this has not happened for a while and may need to be reintroduced.  Ralph advised that Superintendent Mawson has indicated that he may be able to make some funds available for us to continue these meetings.   

8.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

                                                 Monday 9th June 2008 

               at the Royal British Legion, Elder Avenue, N8                                                                      
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